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doowtA	.).dibi(	"XX	olgis	led	senoicapucoerp	etnemlareneg	s¡Ãm"	ed	apuco	eS	)vi	:7891	htieK(	esneidanac	arutircse	al	ed	sotnemele	artseum	alevon	al	y	"Declaring	everything	secondary	marriages	and	nails	adnalelero,	advainter,	The	female	couples,	and,	claiming	that	they	were	not	morally	suitable,	confiscate	the	children	who	already	had	â	€	(Atwood
1985:	316).	The	servants	are	always	dressed	in	red.	His	flat	shoes,	his	gloves	and	his	long	ankle	dresses	-	they	carry	"the	color	of	the	blood,	which	defines	them"	â	€	â	(Ibãd.	18).	Only	the	wings	around	their	faces	that	are	supposed	to	"see	that	[they]	see,	but	also	that	they	see"	â	(ibid.	18)	are	white.	The	servants	do	not	have	a	prestigious	position	but
are	rejected	by	men	and	hated	by	other	women.	Its	function	depends	ãºnically	on	its	reproduction	capacity,	which	is	revealed	in	references	to	them	as	"two	-legged	bellies"	â	€	â	€	â	(ibãd.,	146).	The	servants	are	never	called	by	their	real	name	but	by	the	possessive	pronoun	ã	¢	â	€	â	É	¢	â	€	â	™	in	combination	with	the	name	of	their	commander.	This
takes	away	the	woman's	woman	and	the	brand	as	objects	possessed	by	man	(Michael	1996:	154).	The	reproduction	capacity	of	the	servants	distinguishes	them	from	the	second	group,	the	wives,	who	are	older	women,	inf	hectares,	married	to	powerful	men.	The	color	of	his	dresses	is	a	light	blue	(Atwood	1985:	22).	As	will	be	examined	later,	wives	are
one	of	the	categories	of	women	who	obtain	some	type	of	power.	Another	group	of	women	who	are	not	completely	helpless	are	the	tiles.	His	duty	is	the	training	of	the	servants	in	the	Red	Center.	Part	of	its	uniforms	are	the	"â	€	prods	âœ	elomos	hung	in	tangas	of	its	leather	belts"	â	€	â	(ibid.	13/14).	The	fourth	group	of	women	are	the	Marthas	who
occupy	the	home	and	are	responsible	for	cooking.	Their	uniforms	have	the	same	form	as	the	clothes	of	the	™	Handmaidã	¢	â	€	but	they	are	colored	in	a	â	¢	â	€	â	€	â	€	ã	¢	(ibãd.	19).	As	last,	there	are	two	groups	of	women	who	are	not	mentioned	briefly.	Unwomen	calls	are	former	feminists,	homosexuals	or	other	nonconformists	who	did	not	reach
Gilead's	raver.	Are	sent	to	the	colonies	where	sayar	sayar	ed	soditsev	sus	rop	sadacram	n¡Ãtse	euq	sasopseonocE	sal	ed	opurg	le	¡Ãtse	,s¡ÃmedA	.seraelcun	soudiser	sol	Combine	all	colors.	As	these	dresses	suggest,	Econowives	occupy	all	tasks	at	the	same	time.	They	are	married	-	â	€	â	€	‹with	less	powerful	men	and	remain	fester,	so	they	can	take
their	own	children.	One	of	the	many	problematic	aspects	about	division	into	different	categories	is	that	women	cannot	change	their	status.	While	men	can	win	or	lose	power,	there	is	no	"mobility	between	categories"	(Michael	1996:	139)	of	women.	The	only	way	to	change	the	paper	is	to	become	an	unantomana	and	be	sent	to	the	colonies	(Michael
1996:	139).	In	the	state	of	Gilead,	the	fertility	of	men	is	not	even	questioned	(Atwood	1985:	71).	The	fertility	of	a	woman,	on	the	other	hand,	is	the	main	factor	for	her	assignment	to	a	group.	For	the	readers	of	the	twentieth	century,	as	well	as	the	spectators	of	the	series	today	in	DÉA,	the	women	of	women	in	the	history	of	the	creature	seem	very	hard
and	very	far	from	our	society.	However,	the	categories	are	only	exaggerated	versions	of	the	classes	of	women	already	existing	in	the	day	of	1980.	The	only	difference	is	that	in	Gilead	the	division	is	done	openly	(Michael	1996:	139).	Simply	the	category	of	maidens	was	deliberately	added	by	Atwood	and	does	not	have	a	direct	counterpart	in	the	1980
day	(Ibid.	139).	However,	there	are	comparable	cases	in	the	United	States	that	remind	the	servants.	This	will	be	discussed	later	by	analyzing	the	issue	of	substitute	motherhood	in	the	1980	women	in	general.	Offred	Seaves	that	when	the	commander	first	mentions	her	desire	to	play	Scrabble	with	her	(Atwood	1985:	149).	Given	the	importance	of
language	in	Western	society,	this	is	a	hard	deprivation	of	rights	and	eliminates	the	ability	of	women	to	be	active.	Taking	into	account	all	these	groups	alle	alle	a	egirid	es	derffO	,otnemom	nu	nE	.aÃraesed	onu	euq	serejum	ed	arutluc	ed	opit	ese	se	on	,ograbme	niS	.daeliG	ed	odatse	le	ne	serejum	ed	arutluc	anu	yah	etnematreic	,serejum	mother	who
was	formerly	a	feminist:	Â¢	Â		Â		Mother,	I	think.	Wherever	you	are.	Do	you	hear	me?	You	want	a	culture	of		woman	.	Well,	there's	one	now.	It's	not		to		you	mean,	but	it	exists.	Be	thankful	for	the	little	merciesÂ		Â		(Atwood	1985:	137).	Offred'	existing	women's	culture	is	one	that	was	designed	by	men	who	now	make	sure	women	don't	join	(Michael
1996:	140).	There	is	a	strong	tension	³	between	the	main	groups.	The	Wives	are	jealous	of	the	Servants	since	they	have	sex	with	their	husbands.	Even	if	they	could	act	kindly	on	the	surface,	they	refer	to	the	Sirens	as		sluts	Â		Ã¢	Â		Â		(Atwood	1985:	125)	behind	his	back.	The	maids	on	the	other	hand	envy	the	Wives.	Ofred	once	admits	that	the	wife	of
the	Commander	Â		Â		is	Ã¢	Â		a	mean-spirited	and	vengeful	woman	Ã¢	Â		Â		(ibÃd.	170).	Finally,	the	Marthas,	being	servants,	envy	both	groups,	which	can	also	be	noted	through	their	behavior	towards	Ofred	(Michael	1996:	140).	Â		are	supposed	to		fraternize	with	usÂ		Â		(Atwood	1985:	21)	says	Offred	at	one	point	in	the	novel.	In	addition,	the	system
ensures	that	women	do	not	protest	against	it		towards	believing	that	it	is	in	control		Â		(Michael	1996:	140).	Things	like	the	Ã¢	Â		ParticicutionsÃ¢	Â		Â		or	Ã¢	Â		SalvagingsÃ¢	Â	Â		Interestingly,	there	is	another	instance	that	is	pending	from	the	Handmaids:	The	Aunts.	Gilead	uses	women	to	control	other	women	and	as	the	reader	knows	from	the	HistÃ
³	ricas	Ã¢	Â	Notes	there		many	women	willing	to	serve	as	TÃas	Ã¢	Â		Â		(Atwood	1985:	320).	In	a	state	where	"	power	is	,	a	little	bit	of	power	is	tempting"Â		Â		(ibid.).	It	may	seem	³	paradox	that	the	Aunts	tortured	the	Servants	and	at	the	same	time	spoke	for	Â		comradeÃa	Â		among	the		women	(ibid.	234).	However,	Ann	Dowd,	actress	from	the	Lydia
Theater	in	the	2017	adaptation	³	The	Handmaid	Â		Â		s	Tale,	claims	that	from	her	character's	perspective	she	loves	and	thinks	he's	doing	well	to	protect	them	(Cornish/Shapiro	2017).	This	shows	the	complexity	of	in	the	novel	of	Atwoodã	¢	â	€	â	™	(ibãd.).	In	addition,	it	leads	to	the	fact	that	not	all	women	in	Gilead	are	without	any	power.	In	addition,
the	wives	also	inherit	a	certain	type	of	control	(Noakes/Reynolds	2002:	12	Septies).	So	it	will	be	offered	during	the	monthly	ceremony:	ã	¢	â	€	â	â	my	arms	are	raised;	She	holds	my	hands,	each	one	in	each	of	theirs.	This	is	supposed	to	mean	that	we	are	one	meat,	a	single	being.	What	really	means	is	that	she	is	in	control,	the	process	and	therefore	of
the	productâ	€	â	(Atwood	1985:	104).	Concluding	all	this,	it	can	be	said	that	there	is	a	strict	categorization	of	women	in	Gilead	that	are	often	related	to	the	deprivation	of	rights.	All	women	fulfill	a	task	that	is	somehow	connected	to	reproduction	(Michael	1996:	145)	and	their	fertility	is	the	one	judged.	Their	bodies	do	not	fulfill	any	other	proper	that
stands	out	because	of	the	fact	that	their	feet	and	hands	are	not	necessary	(Atwood	1985:	102).	The	following	chapters	will	deepen	and	analyze	in	what	measure	the	novel	represents	the	reality	of	women	in	the	United	States	of	America	in	the	1980s,	but	also	today.	Of	course,	The	Handmaidã	¢	â	€	S	tale	is	a	piece	of	fiction	and	therefore	does	not	reflect
reality	in	a	direct	way.	However,	man	-centered	modes	of	thought	that	build	the	bases	for	Gilead	are	present	in	the	1980s	and	the	novel	of	Atwoodã	¢	â	€	has	often	been	seen	as	a	warning	(Michael	1996:	142f.	;	Murphy	1990:	26).	In	the	next	chapters	it	will	be	shown	exactly	this	case.	3.	The	novel	in	1985	as	indicated	in	the	introduction,	Margaret
Atwoodã	¢	â	€	™	The	Handmaidã	¢	â	€	S	tale	was	published	for	the	first	time	in	1985.	A	little	time	in	which	people	thought	there	was	surpassed	the	issues	of	Gasre	and	the	issues	of	equality	between	men	and	women	(Crampton	2017:	16).	However,	in	this	chapter	it	will	be	examined	that	it	was	not	In	addition	to	obvious	examples	from	around	the
world,	there	were	also	visible	drawbacks	in	the	United	States.	In	his	essay	"Just	a	Backlash"		""		:	Margaret	Atwood,	Feminism	and	The	Servant	Servant	shows	how	much	women	were	still	oppressed	in	different	countries	back	then.	One	year	before	Atwood¢ÃÂÂs	novel	was	published,	Ayatollah	Khomeini	made	it	illegal	for	women	to	visit	Iranian
universities	or	have	jobs.	In	Iranian	prisons,	people	were	tortured	with	electric	prods	and	steel	cables	(Neuman	2010:	140).	At	the	same	time	in	Afghanistan	it	would	have	been	feminist	to	believe	that	women	should	be	allowed	to	read	and	write	(ibid.).	Meanwhile	in	Romania,	the	government	¢ÃÂÂmonitored	women	monthly	for	pregnancy,	outlawed
birth	contro	[	sic	],	and	abortion,	and	linked	women¢ÃÂÂs	wages	to	childbearing¢ÃÂÂ	(ibid.	141).	These	are	obvious	cases	of	violation	of	women¢ÃÂÂs	right	and	it	is	easy	to	find	analog	situations	in	The	Handmaid¢ÃÂÂs	Tale.	Just	like	women	in	Afghanistan,	Handmaids	are	not	allowed	to	read	and	write	in	Gilead.	Moreover,	they	are	being	punished
with	cattle	prods	and	steel	cables	in	the	Red	Center	(Atwood	1985:	14;	102).	Lastly,	the	situation	in	Romania	is	even	mentioned	in	the	novel:	¢ÃÂÂRomania,	for	instance,	had	anticipated	Gilead	in	the	eighties	by	banning	all	forms	of	birth	control,	imposing	compulsory	pregnancy	tests	on	the	female	population,	and	linking	promotion	and	wage	increases
to	fertility¢ÃÂÂ	(ibid.	317).	Since	this	quote	is	part	of	the	Historical	Notes	section,	in	which	Professor	Pieixoto	analyzes	the	takeover	of	the	Gileadean	regime,	it	shows	how	Atwood	wants	her	readers	to	see	that	Gilead	is	only	the	logical	outcome	of	the	situation	in	the	1980s	(Michael	1996:	136).	In	how	far	the	situation	of	the	United	States	back	then
correlates	with	what	is	depicted	in	The	Handmaid¢ÃÂÂs	Tale	will	be	shown	in	the	following	chapter	in	order	to	prove	that	the	novel	was	relevant	back	then.	3.1.	The	Rise	of	the	Christian	Right	and	Reagan¢ÃÂÂs	Presidency	The	first	government	of	the	United	States	was	a	fundamentalist	government	¢ÃÂ¦Â	a	very	strict	theocracy	especially	with
respect	to	sex.	Countries	continue	the	way	they	began;	they	rearrange	the	symbols	and	structures	yelrahS3T3T	something	is	left	of	his	origins.	And	the	Presidents	of	the	United	States	have	continued	to	cite	the	first	te³	crats,	who	referred	to	their	colony	as	a	"city	Â		on	a	hill",	"Â		Â		and	"Â		a	light	to	all	nations".	Â		Reagan,	for	example,	repeated	these
early	Puritan	references	to	the	Bible.	(quoted	in	Neuman	2010:	(149)	The	1970s	were	a	decade	that	brought	with	it	much	progress	³	women's	rights	Â		Â	.	By	1984,	totalitarianism	and	other	groups	had	managed	to	attack	many	of	these	advances	(Neuman	2010:	140).	Around	this	time	Margaret	Atwood	wrote	her	novel,	given	the		climate		conservative
United	States		Â		(Michael	1996:	135)	where	Ronald	Reagan	was	president	(Bianculli	2017)	and	the	religious	right	was	on	track	for	success	(Noakes/Reynolds	2002:	11).	The	political	situation	³	certainly	visible	in	The	HandmaidÃ¢	Â		s	Tale	and	Atwood	herself	declaredÃ³	once	she	not	only	used	elements	of	the	Soviet	system	and	Puritans,	but	also	of
the	Christian	right	(PBS	Newshour	2017).	She	looked	at	what	these	so-called	â¢		evangÃ©	Ã¢	Â	[1]	were	going	to	do	if	they	had	enough	power,	always	bearing	in	mind	that	people	do	things	if	they	have	the	opportunity.	A	rich	historical	example	he	named	was	Hitler	who	wrote	all	his	fantasies	in	his	book	Mein	Kampf	in	1920.	When	he	had	achieved
enough	power,	he	put	them	into	practice	(Penguin	Random	House	2017).	Since	history	tends	to	repeat	itself,	it	is	the	logical	consequence	³	that	the	Christian	right	will	also	realize	its	goals	if	given	a	chance.	By	creating	a	society	like	Gilead	in	which	women	are	openly	oppressed,	Atwood	succeeds	in	showing	the	covert	oppression	³	women	in	the	1980s
with	a	Â¢		society	Â		[which]	sets	glass	ceilings	that	women	only	rarely	break,	while	men	without	major	achievements	still	dominate	positions	of	power	Ã¢	Â		(Michael	1996:	139).	The	difference	between	the	United	States	in	sovitejbo	sovitejbo	sol	¡Ãranimaxe	olutÃpac	etsE	.)831	.rr¡Ãp	,.dÃbi(	Â	opit	ed	on	etnematreic	orep	odarg	ed	Â	ol³Ãs	,otnat	ol	rop
,se	daeliG	ne	n³Ãicautis	al	y	0891	ed	oineced	Christian	law	and	the	situation	³	the	United	States	under	President	Ronald	Reagan	with	respect	to	women's	rights.	Subsequently,	a	comparison	between	the	beliefs	of	Christian	law	and	the	situation	in	Gilead	will	be	drawn	³	show	how	the	novel	³	the	continuous	and	subliminal	oppression	³	women	in	the
1980s.	First,	it	is	necessary	to	explain	what	Christian	law	represents.	In	her	book,	the	lobbyist	Gottes	Martin	Sterrer	defines	religious	law	as	a	"movement	that	rejects	the	modern	social	development	of	the	United	States	and	postulates	a	return	to	primary	democracy,	[...]	to	traditional	forms	of	community,	as	well	as	to	religiously	charged	American
values	[2]	(Sterrer	1999:	21).	The	only	way	out	of	a	crisis	is	a	return	to	God	(ibid.	175).	Therefore,	evangelists	adhere	to	the	laws	written	in	the	Bible	and	see	themselves	as	"Warriors	in	the	name	of	God"	(ibid.	175/6).	With	regard	to	their	political	activities,	they	bring	both	religious	thought	and	rational	reasoning	(ibid.	179).	The	movement	is	against
pornografÃa	and	abortion	(ibid.	180)	that	was	once	lauded	by	the	Christian	right-wing	advocate	Jerry	Falwell:	"Is	there	any	hope	for	our	country?	I	think	so.	I	believe	in	God	and	we	pray	as	Christians	[sic]	carry	the	battle	to	ban	abortion"	(ibid.	177).	Falwell's	reference	to	the	process	as	a	"Pattle"	not	only	highlights	the	importance	of	the	subject,	but
also	shows	how	³	Christian	law	approaches	things.	In	1980,	the	movement	achieved	the	best	results	in	an	election	³	so	far	(ibid.	183).	One	reason	³	this	success	may	be	that	a	political	system	like	one	in	the	United	States	facilitates	groups	like	the	religious	right	to	reach	popularity.	Christian	law	became	immediately	interesting	to	both	voters	and
politicians,	as	the	movement	was	highly	organized	which	attracted	many	people.	In	addition,	they	would	have	a	good	connection	with	many	voters	who	made	them	interesting	for	the	policy.	Other	other	koobe	koobe	le	reeL	479064/tnemucod/moc.nirg.www//:sptth	,galreV	NIRG	,hcinuM	,aroha	ed	eires	al	y	secnotne	ed	alevon	al	ed	aicnaveler	al	ertne
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